Anson Kendall’s Teaching Philosophy

I believe that a well cared for student can, with the right guidance, accomplish goals beyond their own expectations.  Developing a learning environment structured around high expectations and appropriate support, prepares students to move along the path toward becoming responsible global citizens. This is all possible when a teacher works together with students and parents to establish an action plan that fosters each student’s confidence. 

Throughout the school year, a teacher’s goal is to make personal connections with their students.  By educators participating within the school community, students and teachers can foster an understanding of one another in different settings. Encouraging this connection outside of the classroom helps build relationships that can establish a partnership in the learning experience.

I believe that by encouraging students to take risks in their learning prepares them for the obstacles they will encounter throughout their lives.  By taking academic risks, students personally invest themselves in the learning experience. When expectations are clearly communicated and consistently discussed, students are more likely to invest themselves fully.  Establishing this learning culture creates a classroom environment that promotes flexible thinkers who thrive in team settings. 

By setting the bar high, a teacher can challenge students to surpass their own expectations.  Implementing this style of teaching means educators must be open to students seeking their own avenues to success.  Students crave this independence, but also desire praise and support as needed from the classroom community.  Achieving this through project-based learning allows for a classroom where students can work independently, yet the teacher can track their progress through frequent informal assessments. 
I believe that it is important for educators to know students individually.  This allows a personal approach to both social and academic conversations that resonates with the student.  By continuously cultivating this understanding, both student and teacher can develop strategies for utilizing a student’s strengths to help overcome any limitations.  Effective teachers can further build relationships with their students by appreciating when to share personal connections with the class.  If the teacher can tie this connection into the curriculum or social situations, the students will feel the teacher is personally invested in their learning experience.  Successful teachers feel comfortable opening themselves up to the classroom, and find they can create an environment of mutual learning.

I believe in a team approach to educating a child.  On-going collaboration of the teacher, school, parent, as well as the student, supports the learning process. To create a personal investment, students need to feel like they have a voice in their education. When the parents have a voice, they are more likely to support the plan established by the team.  Building upon this message through community service allows students to think beyond just this team’s role in their life and offers them experiences that will help prepare them to be global citizens. 

Teachers have a responsibility to be open to the latest technology.  Educating students about technology means not just representing it as a vehicle for information, but more so, encouraging them to creatively seek wider applications for its use. Students need to be able to find ways to use the ever-changing format of technology to efficiently invent problem-solving strategies when needed.  

When I think of myself as a teacher, I believe that my students and their parents know that I am personally invested.  They appreciate that I create lessons that I am excited to share with the students.  I strive to foster an environment in which students will share their personal experiences.  I expect myself to make the material covered in class meaningful and to model how to handle social situations.  I challenge myself to travel, read, and seek interactions that will cultivate a lively classroom.  I will not feel successful until each student has personally connected with the curriculum.  Through my travels, I have witnessed that that the boundaries in this world are blurring.  To best prepare students for the evolving global society, I am driven to teach them to be problem-solvers who view events and people through a variety of lenses. Observing students as they internalize and apply lessons we have discussed is the true reward of being a teacher.

